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 Spain
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 Chile
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  100 days to the World Cup 

The world’s biggest football party is drawing ever closer. 
Tuesday 4 March will mark 100 days until Brazil kick off the 
World Cup against Croatia. We give an overview of the situation 
on the ground and check in with the tournament’s key figures, 
bringing you an exclusive interview with Brazil coach Luiz Felipe 
Scolari and the views of those coaching all of this summer’s 
other World Cup teams. 

 24   All change in Austria 
For decades, the Austrian Football Bundesliga was dominated 
by Vienna’s two clubs, Rapid and Austria. But recent years have 
seen a power shift. Red Bull Salzburg are now the league’s 
leading team and even newly-promoted Grodig are challenging 
the old guard.

 25  Football on the up in Jordan 
Despite failing to reach the World Cup finals after a convincing 
play-off defeat by Uruguay, Jordanian football is experiencing a 
boom. The country is currently focused on development, and the 
nurturing of young, homegrown footballers is at the heart of 
recent progress.

 26   Are football’s rules up to date? 
The Laws of the Game have hardly been altered since they were 
drafted in 1863. The International Football Association Board 
has the final say on all rule issues, and is holding its Annual 
General Meeting on 1 March. According to FIFA President 
Blatter: “The game must not be changed in terms of its core 
values, but it must adapt.”

 28   Sepp Blatter’s travel tips 
Sleep enough, eat less, play Sudoku: FIFA President Blatter has  
a set of rules for all the time he spends flying around the world. 
We provide an insight into his finely-tuned travel strategy.

 31   Weekly Top 11: The greatest World Cup heroes 
Maradona, Matthaus, Zidane. The FIFA Weekly gives its verdict 
on the greatest heroes in World Cup history. Top of the list is an 
Englishman who hit the crossbar.

 35   “Time to give something back” 
FIFA director Walter Gagg wants to see more respect and 
solidarity in coaching and believes European clubs should lead 
the way in this regard. “Everyone relies on the African style of 
play; now it’s time for coaches to give something back to the 
continent in the form of expertise.” 

 37   Marking Maradona 
In the 1990 World Cup Final, Guido Buchwald was handed the 
unenviable task of marking the best footballer in the world. 
Diego Maradona’s Argentina lost 1-0 and Germany became 
world champions for the third time. “It changed my life,” says 
Buchwald today.

Felipe Scolari
The big interview
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Europe 
53 members 
www.uefa.com

Africa 
54 members 
www.cafonline.com

Asia 
46 members 
www.the-afc.com

Oceania 
11 members 
www.oceaniafootball.com

Groups D-H

Group E

 Switzerland

 Ecuador

 France

 Honduras

Group F

 Argentina

 Bosnia-Herzegovina

 Iran

 Nigeria

Group G

 Germany

 Portugal

 Ghana

 USA

Group H

 Belgium

 Algeria

 Russia

 Korea Republic

Group D

 Uruguay

 Costa Rica

 England

 Italy

Philipp Huspek
Helping minnows Grodig 
defy the Viennese big two

Kwesi Appiah
Ghana boss aims to go all 
the way in Brazil

Fabio Capello
“Brazil is the beating heart 
of football”

Alessandro Del Piero
A Sydney regular at the 
age of 39

Felipão
The 2002 World Cup 
winner is the hosts' great 
hope for 2014. This 
image of Brazil coach 
Luiz Felipe Scolari was 
captured two weeks ago 
at a shoot in Sao Paolo, 
venue for the opening 
match between Brazil 
and Croatia on 12 June.
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World Cup leaders - back row from left to right  Eduardo Julio Urtasun, Colombia technical director; Abdelhafid Tasfaout, Algeria assistant coach; Demetrio Albertini, 
Italian FA deputy commissioner; James Appiah, Ghana head coach; Oliver Bierhoff, Germany technical director; Carlos Alberto Parreira, Brazil technical director; Vital 
Borkelmans, Belgium assistant coach; Didier Deschamps, France head coach; Luiz Felipe Scolari, Brazil head coach; Ottmar Hitzfeld, Switzerland head coach; Claudio 
Oscar Gugnali, Argentina assistant coach. Front row from left to right: Jorge Luis Pinto, Costa Rica head coach; Fabio Capello, Russia head coach; Fernando Santos, 
Greece head coach; Stephen Keshi, Nigeria head coach; Paulo Bento, Portugal head coach; Louis van Gaal, Netherlands head coach; Roy Hodgson, England manager; Safet 
Susic, Bosnia-Herzegovina head coach, Ange Postecoglou, Australia head coach; Niko Kovac, Croatia head coach; Kun Ha Park, Korea Republic assistant coach; Volker 
Finke, Cameroon head coach; Oscar Tabarez, Uruguay head coach; Vicente del Bosque, Spain head coach; Luis Suarez, Honduras head coach; Sabri Lamouchi, Côte 
d’Ivoire head coach; Miguel Herrera, Mexico head coach; Carlos Queiroz, Iran head coach.

U N C O V E R E D

Thomas Renggli

T
he Rio de Janeiro Carnival begins today, 
Friday. Millions are drawn to this spec-
tacular event by the heady cocktail of 
samba, caipirinha, outrageous costumes 
and plenty of flesh. However, the biggest 
Brazilian bash of the year is scheduled 

for 13 July with the World Cup Final at the Mar-
cana. The local script calls for Brazil to stage 
the party intended for 1950 but well and truly 
pooped by a group of Uruguayan gatecrashers.

The project is still under construction, 
quite literally in certain respects, although one 
all-clear has sounded in terms of the venues 
with Curitiba confirmed as a host city. But 
there is still much to be done prior to the open-
ing match between Brazil and Croatia on 12 
June. “We’re working at full speed. We are far 
beyond the normal speed limit you can have on 
the road and this will be the case until June,” 
commented FIFA Secretary General Jérôme 
Valcke at the Team Workshop in Florianopolis, 

where 23 of the 32 national coaches gathered 
to learn more about organisational aspects of 
the tournament. The list of open issues is dom-
inated by questions pertaining to infrastruc-
ture and organisation around the stadiums and 
temporary structures.

Turning to the football, the lead characters 
already exude the confidence of world champi-
ons in waiting. Speaking exclusively to The 
FIFA Weekly, Brazil coach Luiz Felipe Scolari 
explained how he is dealing with the pressure 
to win at all costs, why he prefers strong oppo-
sition, and the feelings he associates with the 
calamitous defeat of 1950.

The 65-year-old also assessed criticism of 
the tournament and comments on the domestic 
political situation. But his overwhelming emo-
tion is keen anticipation of a unique event, this 
most important of tournaments in a country of 
boundless footballing opportunity. Germany 
coach Joachim Low takes a similar view: “This 
World Cup will probably surpass everything any 
of us has seen in recent years. I’ve been to Brazil 

twice and experienced the raw energy in the 
country when it comes to football.”

Brazil and football is a magical combina-
tion, a love affair smouldering with passion and 
world-beating in its intensity. The practitioners 
of Joga Bonito ascended the global footballing 
throne five times in the past. The canary yellow 
Brazilian shirt has become a trademark for per-
fection and the highest aesthetics in the game.

“Every sport has its magical venue: tennis 
has Wimbledon, horseracing has Ascot, Formu-
la 1 has Monte Carlo. And football has the Ma-
racana in Rio de Janeiro,” FIFA President Blatter 
wrote in his FIFA Weekly column prior to the 
final draw in Costa do Sauipe. The full majesty 
of the Maracana will truly unfold at around 6 
pm local time on 13 July if A Seleção lay hands 
on the World Cup trophy for the sixth time. For 
Brazilians it would be like Christmas, Easter and 
a birthday rolled into one, with Carnival thrown 
in for good measure. Å
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When over 20 national team coaches come together for a work-
shop, a World Cup atmosphere is guaranteed. With just 100 
days to go until the tournament kicks off, how are the teams 

shaping up? We turn the spotlight on the Brazilian city of Floria-
nopolis and chat to the host nation’s coach Luiz Felipe Scolari.
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World Cup taster 
in Florianopolis

Alan Schweingruber, Florianopolis

H
aving waited nervously, pen and 
paper in hand, hoping to pick up 
an autograph or two on his break 
from work, the old hotel doorman 
was completely taken by surprise 
when the moment arrived. World 
Cup coaches, accompanied by 
their assistants, marched swiftly 
and purposefully past him left 
and right: Scolari, Capello, 
 Deschamps, Van Gaal, Hitzfeld, 
Del Bosque, Hodgson, Bento. 

Behind the hotel employee stood the 32 flags of 
the participating nations, ready for the sched-
uled photo shoot. The picture was one to savour, 
featuring 20 of the best coaches in the business: 
winners of World Cups, European Champion-
ships, the Champions League and domestic 
leagues all crammed into a few square metres of 
space. The message was clear: the World Cup is 
now almost within touching distance.

That instant during the FIFA Team Work-
shop in Florianopolis last week had an almost 
magical feel to it, as the subjects were made up 
exclusively of champions. Winners to differing 
degrees and of different generations, they were 
united by the common bond of having quali-
fied for the finals. They stood there composed 
and proud, seemingly invincible, the backdrop 
of assorted flags lending the moment a historic 
weight - the only thing missing were the trum-
peters. In three months the same men will be 
shouting and gesticulating on the touchline, 
plotting a way to victory or to avoid defeat.

Some had travelled for up to 25 hours 
 before arriving at the hotel in a small bay to the 
south of Sao Paulo. Joachim Low’s absence was 
one of the main talking points, especially as 
his face was on television screens everywhere 
during the first day of the workshop given his 
presence at the Champions League match 
 between Arsenal and Bayern Munich in London. 
England’s Roy Hodgson would also have liked 
him to have been there, but, surrounded by 

palm trees and a banquet by the sea under the 
Brazilian sun, he was not complaining. “People 
shouldn’t write us off,” he said. “If my players 
do what they’re capable of doing then we’re in 
with a chance at the World Cup.” And the nor-
mally guarded Mexico coach Miguel Herrera 
said: “Maybe Mexico will make history in Brazil, 
just as Brazil once did in Mexico.”

With a distinct World Cup flavour taking 
over the hotel, jet lag did not seem to affect any 
of the invited guests. As well as picking up 
 important information from FIFA, the trip 
 offered the coaches the chance to gauge their 
opponents’ frame of mind, whether at break-
fast, in the lobby or while jogging on the beach. 
If only the old doorman had thought to go to 
one of those places. Å

C
hr

is
to

ph
e 

Si
m

on
 / A

FP

7T H E F I FA W E E K LY



10 0 D AY S  T O  G O

Scolari:  
“I know  

we can enjoy playing 
at home”

Luiz Felipe Scolari was talking to  
Bruno Sassi and Jonas Oliveira

Just 100 days remain until the start of the 
2014 World Cup. Are Brazil ready to claim the 
title?

Luiz Felipe Scolari: As far as our plan-
ning for the World Cup is concerned, Brazil 
are ready. Everything is organised, defined 
and on the right track. If we stick to this 
schedule, things are likely to go well for us.

The Brazilian public will see anything other 
than victory in the Final as a failure. Do you 
agree with this?

I have a completely different perspective. 
I have had a lot of experience, and have been 
in a couple of situations where teams are 
applauded by their fans even if they don’t 
become champions, runners-up or even finish 
in third place. Instead, it is much more a 
matter of the team’s performance. If you are a 
team like Brazil and you take part in a World 
Cup, everybody expects you to lift the trophy. 
We are certainly working towards that aim, 
but with a healthy respect for the other teams 
that will go into the competition with the 
same target in mind. Being at home in Brazil, 
we will use our quality to try and achieve our 

goal, and if we fall short, it will be because 
another team simply outplays us.

Is there increased pressure on the team 
because the tournament will be played on 
home soil?

Expectations are certainly higher because 
it is the second World Cup to be held in Brazil, 
and because we have a chance to accomplish 
what we did not manage to do last time. But 
we will be up against other strong opponents 
also hoping to win the tournament.

You have previous experience of leading a 
team on their own turf at a major competition 
after coaching Portugal at the 2004 European 
Championship. You were beaten by Greece in 
the final that year. What lessons have you 
learned from that defeat?

It was a helpful experience; I now have a 
better idea of how we should behave going into 
a final, and how a team playing a final in its 
own country should organise itself and ap-
proach the match in order to lift the trophy. 
I know we can enjoy the experience of playing 
in front of home crowds, but at the same time 
we have to be aware that it will hurt more if we 
lose. I will be able to use that past experience 
when working with our players. A
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“I don’t think any team from Africa  
is able to win the World Cup right now.”

How do you assess the teams from Mexico, 
Cameroon and Croatia that you’ll be playing 
in the group stages?

Croatia play good, technically sophisticated 
football. Their style of play is similar to that of 
South American teams in that they are strong 
on the ball. The team no longer plays in the 
more English style they once did; instead, 
they’re extremely technically adept and play at 
a high level as a result. Cameroon are a very 
technical African side. We have often expected 
certain things from them only for everything 
to turn out differently, or have expected 
nothing, only for the whole team to surprise us. 
In contrast, Mexico are one of our traditional 

opponents. They play high-quality football. 
There is a long history of matches between 
Brazil and Mexico, and they’re always tricky 
encounters.

Does the fact that these teams play very 
technical football help Brazil at all?

Yes, because it’s the way we prefer to play, 
too. It’s always interesting for us to come up 
against other teams who play similarly good 
football. Brazil have often played poorly 
against teams who take a different approach 
– teams who are somewhat anti-football and 
who focus on picking their opponent’s game 
apart. It’s better to play teams who are as good 

or better than Brazil, as it gives us an opportu-
nity to outplay them. We can go into matches 
against teams such as Spain with our usual 
vigour and without facing any unnecessary 
stress or psychological barriers.

Has the success of Spain and Barcelona 
forced the rest of the world to adapt to their 
short passing game?

I think the skills of those Barcelona 
players progressively complemented one 
another. Naturally, everyone is now analysing 
how and why that came to be, but this kind of 
football can only ever promise success for a 
limited time. Over the past few decades, there 

Now hear this. Scolari addresses his team during the Confederations Cup 2013. His players were good listeners: Brazil won the World Cup dress rehearsal.
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were times when everyone had to analyse the 
Italian brand of football in great detail, or the 
German way. There have always been differ-
ent characteristics for each coach to observe 
closely and learn so that they can benefit 
from them.

You have also worked in Arab countries and 
know world football very well. Do you think an 
Asian or African team could spring a surprise 
at this World Cup?

The odd surprise, yes, but it would be very 
difficult for any of them to win the tourna-
ment, because the traditional footballing 
powers will always have more options availa-

ble to them. They can look back on a long 
tradition and play more tightly. These are 
teams with far greater experience and more 
strong players at their disposal, and that 
increases their chances of success. There are 
one or two European or South American 
teams in that outside role who could have a 
chance, but I don’t think any team from 
Africa or Asia is able to win the World Cup 
right now.

You are the coach of one of these “tradition-
al” teams. How do you use this history to 
motivate your players?

We make sure the players know what has 
been achieved and show them what they can 
do in their own careers with the national side. 
We make it clear that past Brazil teams won 

10 0 D AY S  T O  G O

their trophies with commitment, spirit and 
class. And we give them the confidence they 
need to put their exceptional skills into prac-
tice on the pitch. 

When you became world champion with 
Brazil in 2002, you had exceptional players 
such as Cafu, Roberto Carlos, Rivaldo, 
Ronaldinho and Ronaldo at your disposal. Is 
this new generation as strong as the previous 
one?

It’s not just the talent you have to compare; 
the 2002 side had more experience. In contrast, 
the current team has a lot of enthusiasm and 
drive. Back then, the team’s experience was 

probably the deciding factor, but who knows 
whether or not drive and enthusiasm will be 
more important this time around?

As the World Cup approaches, it continues to 
be beset with organisational problems, 
delayed stadium construction and political 
skirmishes. Do you let yourself be affected by 
any of this at all?

No, I am making sure we are not influ-
enced or affected by any of these circumstanc-
es. Of course, we’re affected as people, as 
citizens and as Brazilians, but we have to be 
able to detach ourselves from that and tell our 
players to do the same, so that they can draw a 
line under it and focus entirely on events on 
the football pitch. Everyone has their own 
opinion, but right now each player must 

concentrate and focus solely on the task 
they’ve been called up for. The players have 
reacted emotionally at times. We speak to 
them openly about it and they can air their 
opinions via social media, but we have rules 
within the team and we stick to them.

You were two years old the first time the 
World Cup was held in Brazil… 

I can’t remember Brazil playing in the 
1950 Final, of course, but many people have 
bitter memories of our defeat by Uruguay. I 
disagree about that; I think those players 
opened a door for us and put us on the road 
to winning five subsequent World Cups. 

That’s the perspective I pass on to our  
current players about their predecessors at 
the 1950 World Cup.

What will you be doing on 13 July at 16:00 
local time?

Okay, I know the Final is scheduled for 
13 July. Well, if it starts at 16:00, I’ll be on the 
sidelines preparing for the match. I will have 
sung the national anthem full of joy, fervour 
and vigour and hope the same will be true for 
my players and the Brazilian public. Å

“Experience was the deciding factor  
at the 2002 World Cup, but who knows 
whether or not drive and enthusiasm will  
be more important this time around?”

O
le

g 
Po

po
v /

 R
eu

te
rs

12 T H E F I FA W E E K LY  



Almost there. Brazil celebrate their 
decisive second goal against 
Germany in the 2002 World Cup Final 
in Japan. Scolari is at the heart of the 
huddle formed by Ronaldo (left), 
Roberto Carlos (right) and Kaka (top).
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A FIFA World Cup ™  
in Brazil is just like Visa: 
everyone is welcome.
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S
o far, 1.5 million tickets from the alloca-
tions for participating teams have been 
distributed to fans on FIFA.com during 
the general public sales phases, with 57% 
being sold to Brazilians and 43% to inter-
national visitors. Brazil has received the 

greatest share of tickets to date (906,433 so 
far), followed by the USA (125,465), with Colom-
bia (60,231), Germany (55,666), Argentina 
(53,809), England (51,222), Australia (40,446), 
France (34,971), Chile (32,189) and Mexico 
(30,238) completing the top ten countries with 
the greatest ticket allocations so far. Across all 
sales channels, including hospitality packages 
and other constituent ticket groups, a total of 
2.3 million tickets have been sold.

All fans who have placed orders for tickets 
will be notified via email or text message as to 
whether they have been fully or partially suc-
cessfully by no later than 11 March 2014. Repre-
sentatives from Caixa Economica Federal Bank 
and the Brazilian Ministry of Sport have over-
seen the electronic random draw. Fans from 
228 countries and territories placed almost ten 
million orders for tickets over both sales phases.

FIFA Marketing Director Thierry Weil, who 
is overseeing the sale of tickets for this sum-
mer’s tournament, said: “With 290,169 tickets 
allocated to fans from participating teams, we 
have seen a strong balance in ticket allocation. 
Teams can rely on the support of their fans in 
all 12 host venues across Brazil, illustrating the 
huge sense of anticipation for this summer’s 
World Cup in all corners of the globe. We can 
once again expect an unbelievable atmosphere 

in the stadiums at all games in June and July, 
just like we experienced at the Confederations 
Cup last year.”

All fans, including children of all ages, 
must have their own ticket in order to watch 
matches at the World Cup stadiums. Ticket 
purchasers are also reminded that they must 
have a sufficient amount available in their bank 
account to enable successful orders to be pro-
cessed and paid for immediately. If this is not 
the case, the order will be cancelled and the 
reserved tickets offered to other fans.

Around 160,000 remaining tickets will be 
offered to the general public in the next part of 
the second sales phase, beginning at 12:00 CET 
/ 08:00 Brazil time on 12 March 2014. Tickets 
will be allocated in the order in which they are 
received. The final number sold will depend on 

payments and any further allocations released 
by our commercial partners. This sales phase 
will end on 1 April 2014, although it is expected 
that any remaining tickets will sell out extre-
mely quickly. Tickets are available for all 
matches except the Opening Match in Sao Pao-
lo, the Final in Rio de Janeiro, England versus 
Italy and USA versus Portugal in Manaus, the 
quarter-final matches in Porto Alegre and Sao 
Paolo and the semi-final in Belo Horizonte. FIFA 
would also like to reiterate that FIFA.com is the 
only sales platform for World Cup tickets. Å

1966

1962

1930
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In the second sales phase, a total of 473,076 tickets were allocated  
for all matches except the Opening Match and the Final via the drawing 
of lots, with around 60 per cent sold to Brazilian fans.

2.3 million tickets  
bought by fans

FIFA’S PIONEERING DECISION IN MAY 1928
Although FIFA had discussed the idea of an international football tournament as early as 1905, 
the idea was swiftly rejected. Three years later, the International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
took more decisive action, incorporating a football tournament into the Olympic Games from 
1908 onwards, although only amateur players were allowed to take part. 
It was another 22 years before the first international football tournament for all member 
associations and both amateur and professional footballers was finally established. At the FIFA 
Congress in Amsterdam on 25 May 1928, the 29 member associations accepted Frenchman 
Henri Delaunay’s proposal of an “International Championship”. His long-term plan was to hold 
a football World Cup once every four years. 
This resolution enabled 12 national sides to travel to Uruguay – with European teams making the 
journey by boat to Montevideo – to compete alongside the hosts in the inaugural World Cup, 
staged between 13 and 20 July 1930. Hosts Uruguay became the first world champions.

 Yvonne Lemmer
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Niko Kovac (Croatia)
“These are strong teams which 
have their good and bad sides, 
we analyzed them thoroughly 
and we will prepare well.”

Alberto Zaccheroni (Japan)
“Japanese culture is developing, 
not just in terms of football but 
in all aspects of life, and my feel-
ing is that Japan will soon be a 
major force at world level.”

Ange Postecoglou (Australia)
“We’re really looking forward to 
it here in Australia. We aim to 
be fully prepared. Acclimatising 
well to Brazil is an important 
factor. We’ll be one of the first 
teams to arrive.”

Fabio Capello
Russia

Carlos Queiroz
Iran

Cesare Prandelli
Italy

Niko Kovac
Croatia

Alberto Zaccheroni
Japan

Didier Deschamps
France

Ange Postecoglou
Australia

Cesare Prandelli (Italy)
“We’ll prepare everything down to the 
smallest detail with the aim of reaching 
the final. The favourites are Brazil, 
Argentina, Germany and Spain, and 
then us. I’m optimistic about the future 
for Italy with our mix of experienced 
players and a lot of good, talented lads. 
The future belongs to us!”

Carlos Queiroz (Iran)
“We’re not among the favourites and I 
know that before the Final Draw there 
were 31 teams all wanting to get Iran 
in their group. But it’s our goal now to 
see if we can make someone wish they 
hadn’t.”

Didier Deschamps (France)
“It’s all about team spirit at a World Cup. Being 
fresh can also play an important role. We’ll be 
together for many weeks from the start of our 
preparations to the end of the tournament. The 
simple fact of living together won’t win you any 
matches, but without it you definitely can’t.”

Coaching Clinic

Fabio Capello (Russia)
“Going back to the World Cup after a 12-year 
absence is very special, even more so due to it 
being in Brazil. At the end of the day it’s the 
beating heart of football.”
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Louis van Gaal (Netherlands)
“Fortunately, we do not start the tourna-
ment in the hottest part of Brazil and also 
the traveling time could be worse. This will 
be beneficial to the recovery of the players. 
We can set up our training camp as planned 
in Rio de Janeiro.”

Jorge Sampaoli (Chile)
“It is safe to say that Chile 
are contenders. We will not 
allow ourselves to be modi-
fied by our opponents. We 
will go mano a mano 
against anyone.”

Alejandro Sabello
Argentina

10 0 D AY S  T O  G O

Reinaldo Rueda (Ecuador)
“I was Honduras coach in 2010 – and 
now fate has handed us my old team as 
group stage opponents. That’s football 
and that’s life. Switzerland and France 
are the obvious favourites in our group, 
but we’ll fight and try and take our 
chance.”

Alejandro Sabella (Argentia)
“The World Cup will be played in 
our back yard, but let’s not forget 
the owners of that backyard are the 
5-time World Cup winners.”

Jurgen Klinsmann (USA)
“Expectations in the States are higher 
than before. After all, the national team 
has qualified for the finals seven times in 
a row since 1990. We’re in a tough group 
but I’m upbeat about the tournament. 
We have young, hungry players and we 
can look back on the most successful 
year in national team history.”

Joachim Low (Germany)
“This World Cup will probably sur-
pass everything any of us has seen 
in recent years. I’ve been to Brazil 
twice and experienced the raw ener-
gy in the country when it comes to 
football. It would be a dream come 
true if we made the Final on 13 July 
in Rio de Janeiro.”

Paulo Bento (Portugal)
“We hope that Brazil embrace us. 
We fought hard to be here not 
only because of the competition, 
but also because it will be held 
here, where much of our culture 
is still present today.”

Marc Wilmots (Belgium)
“Anything can happen once you’re in the 
last sixteen. My players are champing at 
the bit. We have belief and quality. I’m 
convinced we can beat every other team 
if we hit form on the day.”

Jurgen Klinsmann
USA

Joachim Low
Germany

Reinaldo Rueda
Ecuador

Jorge Sampaoli
Chile

Paulo Bento
Portugal

Louis van Gaal
Netherlands

Marc Wilmots
BelgiumG
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10 0 D AY S  T O  G O

Vahid Halilhodzic (Algeria)
“Football has made me suffer from 
time to time, but it’s also given me a 
lot. I’m indebted to it.”

Hong Myung-Bo (Korea Republic)
“A World Cup is an extra-special 
event demanding thorough prepara-
tion. It’s not exactly easy conveying 
my experience to the younger players, 
especially as most of them are going 
to the World Cup finals for the first 
time. The most important thing is 
that they’re ready for the challenge.”

Volker Finke (Cameroon)
“Expectations here just before the 
World Cup are strongly influenced 
by hope – hope that the good 
times are about to return. The 
domestic game is on its knees. 
Nothing works here, nothing at all. 
But now we have a huge opportu-
nity to make something happen.”

Sabri Lamouchi (Côte d’Ivoire)
“We’re not setting any limits for 
ourselves. The number one objective 
is to do better than we did at the last 
two World Cups, and that means 
getting past the group phase.”

Fernando Santos (Greece)
“Greece going to a World Cup is very 
special. We’re a country in crisis and the 
national team being at the World Cup 
will do the people a huge amount of 
good. I’m Portuguese so the tournament 
has a very special character in any case. 
Brazil and Portugal are brothers.”

Oscar Tabarez (Uruguay)
“We are the killjoys. In South Africa, we 
beat the hosts 3-0 and they became the 
first World Cup organizers in history to be 
eliminated in the first round. We then 
beat the last representatives of Africa, 
Ghana, to reach the semifinals. Also, we 
went to Argentina and we won our 15th 
Copa America. We had been tied with 
Argentina with 14 titles.”

Roy Hodgson (England)
“I refuse to believe we should be 
written off. If my players can 
achieve what we see them 
achieve sometimes, then we 
have a chance.”

Luis F. Suarez (Honduras)
“I’m sure this will be the best 
World Cup of all time. Everyone in 
Honduras is talking about our 
chances. The people are expecting 
great things. Most people in Latin 
America consider Brazil as a 
figure head, so to a certain extent 
we regard this World Cup as ours.”

Hong Myung-Bo
Korea Republic

Fernando Santos
Greece

Oscar Tabarez
Uruguay

Roy Hodgson
England

Sabri Lamouchi
Côte d’Ivoire

Louis F. Suarez
Honduras

Volker Finke
Cameroon

Vahid Halilhodzic
Algeria G
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Kwesi Appiah (Ghana)
“I believe we have some of the 
best players in the whole world 
and I have so much confidence 
in their abilities.  There is noth-
ing that stops us from going all 
the way to win the cup.”

10 0 D AY S  T O  G O

Vicente del Bosque (Spain)
“We have the quality and the experience 
you need to win the trophy. Our players 
are in Spain and also in other top Euro-
pean leagues, and that’s the foundation 
for the national team.”Jose N. Pekerman (Columbia)

“I’m very pleased for the players, 
because of all they’ve done and the 
fact they’ve given everything they 
can to take Colombia this far. I’m 
sure they’re enjoying this moment. 
Now we can start taking stock of 
where we are.”

Miguel Herrera (Mexico)
“It’ll be a sensational tournament and there’s 
absolutely no doubt we’ll see a completely 
different Mexico compared to qualifying. 
Mexico might even make history in Brazil, 
just like Brazil once made history in Mexico.”

Jorge Luis Pinto (Costa Rica)
“I’m not scared about the group we’re 
in. If anything, playing against such 
big teams is going to motivate us 
even more. Our dream is to progress 
beyond the first phase and we’re 
 going to qualify with Italy.”

Stephen Keshi (Nigeria)
“I’m already very excited and can hardly 
wait for our arrival in Brazil. Every player 
dreams of going to a World Cup. This is 
football at the highest level.”

Ottmar Hitzfeld (Switzerland)
“Our initial target is to get 
through the group stage. After 
that there are no limits. But it 
would be out of place if we 
already started talking about 
the quarter-finals.”

Safet Susic (Bosnia-Herzegovina)
“In the first instance it’s a pleasure 
to be actually at the World Cup. But 
no coach and no team in the world 
goes to the World Cup just to say 
they were there. We want to survive 
the group stage.”

Safet Susic
Bosnia-Herzegovina

Jose N. Pekerman
Columbia

Jorge Luis Pinto
Costa Rica

Miguel Herrera
Mexico

Ottmar Hitzfeld
Switzerland

Kwesi Appiah
Ghana

Stephen Keshi
Nigeria

Vicente del Bosque
SpainG
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P l a c e :  R e c i f e ,  B r a z i l

Da t e :  1 7  J u n e  2 0 1 3

T im e :  1 0 . 3 6  a m

First Love
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O N  T H E  I N S I D E
T A L K I N G  P O I N T S

under no illusions, however, about the limita-
tions of Australian soccer: “We go to the 
stadium to cheer the team on, just like we do 
in Aussie Rules and rugby, but the pace is 
pretty slow sometimes, though we do get to 
see a lot of goals.”

Central to the debate as far as Schofield is 
concerned are the marquee players, whose 
salaries can exceed the wage limits agreed on 
by the league. Each team can have up to three 
marquee players on their roster: one overseas, 
one domestic and another under the age of 23. 

The best-known international names currently 
plying their trade in the A-League are New-
castle Jets’ Emile Heskey, previously with 
Aston Villa, Perth’s William Gallas, who 
joined the club from Tottenham, and Sydney 
FC’s Alessandro Del Piero, who is on a two-year 
contract and is the league’s most expensive 
signing ever. 

“Del Piero is probably the best example of 
how a player can be both a problem and a 
solution in a league that is only partly profes-
sional and depends on private franchises,” 
added Schofield. “He’s 39 and doesn’t move 
fast. He walks more than he runs but he 
makes his team-mates run, and his touches of 
class on the edge of the area are the best that 
we can possibly see.”  

H y u n d a i  A - L e a g u e

Marquee players  
and one maestro

Jordi Punti is a novelist and the 
author of many football features in 
the Spanish media.

There is a definite case for 
compiling a map showing how 

many football coaches around the world 
espouse the philosophy of Barcelona in 
general and Pep Guardiola in particular. Oscar 
Garcia is one of them. Currently in charge at 
English Championship side Brighton & Hove 
Albion, Garcia took Maccabi Tel Aviv to the 
Israeli league title last season. 

Another globetrotting disciple of possession- 
based football is Josep Gombau, who has this 
season taken up the reins at Australian outfit 
Adelaide United. Gombau spent six years as a 
youth-team coach at Barcelona, where his 
path crossed with those of Frank Rijkaard 
and Pep Guardiola, before moving on to Hong 
Kong to win two league championships with 
Kitchee. 

Gombau enjoyed a less than promising start 
Down Under, presiding over only one win in 
his first nine games at Adelaide. Players 
invariably need time to adapt to a style based 
on technical ability and touch, but the Aus-
tralian club stuck with the coach through that 
lean spell and he has repaid them, turning 
criticism into praise. Defeated just once in 
their last ten games, Adelaide now find them-
selves in the top half of the table, with hopes 
high of a place in the end-of-season champi-
onship play-offs. They remain in the fight 
despite going down 4-3 to Melbourne Victory 
in their last outing, a result that showed how 
little there is to choose between teams in this 
season’s A-League. Another example came 
when leaders Brisbane Roar lost 1-0 to bottom 
club Melbourne Heart on Sunday.

The biggest obstacles to Gombau as he sets 
about consolidating his style of play are the 
mood swings that are part and parcel of the 
Australian game, as the crime author Robert 
Schofield told me at the Perth Writers Festi-
val: “We are very demanding fans here, 
perhaps because we want our players to be 
like real stars.” 

Schofield lives and writes in Perth and sup-
ports the local football club, Perth Glory. He is 

The A-League features nine Australian teams 
plus New Zealand’s Wellington Phoenix, with 
sides playing each other three times each in 
the 27-match regular season. The top six then 
advance to the championship play-offs. 

The scorer of 14 goals last season, Del Piero 
has struck eight so far this campaign, with 
seven games still remaining. He played a 
prominent role in his side’s 2-0 defeat of 
Newcastle last weekend, scoring from the 
penalty spot and providing an assist for 
Sydney’s other goal, leading the newspapers 
to dub him the “Italian maestro”. 

While the leading lights of Australia’s national 
team usually play their club football overseas, 
the A-League provides a home to an unusual 
mix of youngsters, up-and-coming players 
hoping for better things and ageing stars 
content to wind their careers down by having 
a little fun and making money into the 
bargain.

Speaking at the Perth Writers Festival, 
Martin Amis joked about the serenity of 
Australia’s west coast, its alluring climate and 
natural beauty: “It looks like Florida without 
the guns.” Å

Indirect free kick Leaders Brisbane Roar lost 1-0 away to Melbourne Heart.D
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A u s t r i a n  B u n d e s l i g a

Red Bull – and 
Grodig
Sven Goldmann is a football 
expert at Tagesspiegel newspaper 
in Berlin.

Austrian football has become 
somewhat boring of late. 

Critics would argue it has never been espe-
cially interesting as the two Viennese clubs, 
old rivals Rapid and Austria, dominated the 
league for decades, or at least put up a good 
fight when the occasional competitor from 
Innsbruck, Salzburg or Graz rose to the top.

However, all that has changed this year. Rapid 
Vienna and Austria Vienna are still hovering 
near the top of the standings, but the summit 
is merely a dot on the horizon. Cash-rich Red 
Bull Salzburg are top dogs now, having ex-
tended their lead at the top to 19 points 
following a 6-1 win over Admira Wacker 
Modling on Sunday. 

The title race may be over after just 24 of the 
36 rounds of matches, but from the Viennese 
clubs’ perspective that is not the worst part: 
the leaders’ closest pursuers, for want of a 
better word, are neither Rapid nor Austria but 
SV Grodig, a promoted side from the Salzburg 
suburbs.

On Matchday 24 Grodig, a club almost unheard 
of outside Austria until a few months ago, 
drew 0-0 away to Rapid Vienna. Grodig’s 
4,000 capacity stadium is only a couple of 
kilometres away from Red Bull Salzburg’s 
own high-tech home and the fact that they 
have been able to keep the traditional power-
houses from Vienna at arm’s length thus far is 

confirmation of the power shift in Austrian 
football, with the two Salzburg teams now 
setting the tone. Having been the epicentre of 
the Austrian game from Mathias Sindelar’s 
era in the 1930s through to Herbert Prohaska 
in the 80s, Vienna has become a footballing 
backwater. 

Traditionalists have struggled to accept that 
fact and also the reality that the current 
campaign does not feel like an anomaly. The 
upstarts from Grodig may well slip back into 
obscurity at some point, but Red Bull are here 
to stay. The drink manufacturer’s financial 
investment means Red Bull Salzburg have 
resources the Viennese sides cannot hope to 
compete with. And after finding their feet 
over the last couple of years, Salzburg have 
now started producing the kind of sporting 
achievements to match their economic clout.

Ironically, two Germans have spearheaded the 
club’s rise: sporting director Ralf Rangnick 
and coach Roger Schmidt. The former was 
previously in the dugout at Hannover 96, 
Schalke and Hoffenheim, while Schmidt had 
coached German second division side Pader-
born. Between them, they have managed to 

make club sponsor Dietrich Mateschitz’s 
dream of making Red Bull Salzburg competi-
tive on the international stage a reality. 

The club may have missed out on qualifying 
for the Champions League for the sixth time 
since its takeover by Red Bull, but they are 
currently taking the Europa League by storm, 
beating Ajax 3-0 away in the first leg of their 
Round of 32 tie. Frank de Boer, the Dutch 
side’s coach, said afterwards: “We didn’t stand 
a chance. Not because we played badly but 
because Salzburg were so good.” It has been a 
long time since anyone said something 
similar about a club from Vienna. Å“Red Bull Salzburg’s closest pursuers 

are promoted club SV Grodig.”

Grodig's Florian Hart (left) accelerates away from Rapid's Marcel Sabitzer during a goalless draw in Vienna.
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J o r d a n i a n  P r e m i e r  L e a g u e

Focus on youth 
development

Andrew Warshaw ist Redakteur 
von Inside World Football.

Jordan’s 12-team Premier 
League may not have the 
highest profile outside of the 

country but officials believe the recent success 
of the national team in reaching the World 
Cup playoffs will give a vital boost to the sport 
at club level. Although they lost heavily to 
Uruguay in the race for the final place in 
Brazil, the very fact that Jordan, one of Asia’s 
less heralded footballing nations, got that far 
was a source of intense national pride.

Anyone who follows Jordanian football will 
tell you that virtually every year, it’s a two-
horse race for the league title – as it is in, say, 
Spain. Al-Wehdat and Al-Faisaly, the two rival 
Amman clubs who have won the domestic 
championship 44 times between them, tradi-
tionally fight for supremacy. Occasionally, 
teams from outside the top two manage to 
break this duopoly. Shabab Al-Ordun (also 
written as Urdan), a relatively new club who 

went straight into the top division and won 
the title in their first season in 2005-6, did it 
again last season. The club have recently been 
competing in the AFC Cup which they won in 
2007. The current campaign finishes at the 
end of May, with two teams being relegated 
and two promoted from the 16-team second 
division. It looks like being a tight finish. 
Al-Faisaly and Al-Wehdat (also written as 
Al-Wihdat) were level at the top after last 
weekend, two points ahead of fourth-placed 
Al-Ramtha with Al-Buqa’a tucked in between 
in third place.

Al-Faisely is by far the oldest club in Jordan 
having been founded in 1932. Games against 
Al-Wehdat, which has several players of 
Palestinian origin and are nicknamed the 
Greens Ultras, often draw crowds of 20,000. 
The problem is that no other clubs can get 

“Shif ting into professionalism 
has not been easy with high 
f inancial burdens.”

anywhere near that level of support. In fact, 
Jordanian Premier League games are some-
times played in front of fewer than 1,000 
fans. But as a result of a recent TV deal, 
officials are optimistic that the future is 
bright in terms of investment. Two years ago, 
a Jordanian television channel won the rights 
to cover Premier League and cup games, 
taking over from Al-Jazeera. Significantly, the 
$2m per season deal allows for free-to-air 
coverage. “Our primary objective was to get 
as much financial benefit as possible while 
keeping the games free for people to watch,” 
said a spokesman for the Jordanian FA which 
is intrinsically linked to club football. “That 
was a very important dynamic. The problem 
of fan attendance is not only because of TV 
coverage. You have to remember professional-
ism is in its infancy in Jordan.” Under current 
rules, Premier League teams must have at 
least 16 professionals in each squad and no 
more than three foreign players, most of 
whom are from surrounding Asian countries 
and Africa. “Shifting into professionalism has 
not been easy with high financial burdens,” 
explained the Jordanian FA spokesman. The 
problem is also one of infrastructure with 
many teams having to share stadiums. Some 
have to actually stage “home” games on other 
grounds, but still there are positive signs. 
Shabab Al-Ordon recently became the first 
Jordanian club to play in the Asian Champi-
ons League preliminary round, a significant 
milestone in terms of promoting Jordanian 
football. That, along with the unprecedented 
success of the national team, has changed the 
dynamic of football in Jordan, with increased 
sponsorship interest from big corporations. 

The focus now is very much on youth devel-
opment and whilst there is a long way to go to 
reach the status of some of Jordan’s neigh-
bours, the confidence level is rising. So are 
the achievements, not least Jordan recently 
coming third in the AFC U-22 Championship 
in Oman. Å

In it together Al-Faisaly's title dreams live on.H
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T H E  D E B A T E

The weekly debate. 
Anything you want to get off your 
chest? Which topics do you want to 
discuss? Send your suggestions to: 
feedback-theweekly@fifa.org.

blishment in 1904, FIFA acknowledged the so-
vereignty of the IFAB on all rule matters. 

In 1906, Daniel Burley Woolfall, former 
Chairman of The Football Association in Eng-
land, succeeded France’s Robert Guerin as 
FIFA President. The FA joined FIFA in the same 
year, and by 1913 FIFA had become a member 
of the IFAB, while Ireland’s representatives 
were replaced by those of Northern Ireland.

The IFAB’s 128th Annual General Meeting 
will be held in Zurich on 1 March this year, 
chaired by FIFA President Blatter. In terms of 
the Laws of the Game, the IFAB will discuss 
proposals to alter Law 4 – “The Players’ Equip-
ment” – firstly in respect of the use of head 
covers, as the two-year trial period unani-
mously approved by the IFAB in 2012 is set to 
conclude, and secondly in relation to slogans 
or advertising on undergarments. 

The Board will also review a proposed 

Thomas Renggli and Perikles Monioudis

I
n the words of legendary German coach Sepp 
Herberger, “The ball is round, and a match 
lasts 90 minutes.” While nobody would dis-
pute that fact, any elements of the game 
beyond it are matters for the International 
Football Association Board. Comprising 

eight representatives, this committee has held 
the final say on any modifications or revisions 
to the Laws of the Game for the past 128 years.

The IFAB was first convened on 2 June 1886 
at the behest of the English Football Associa-
tion, and was attended by two representatives 
from each of the four British football associa-
tions (England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland). 
At a time when there was no uniform rulebook 
for the sport of football, the IFAB assumed the 
role of keeper of the rules in efforts to stan-
dardise the game’s governance. Upon its esta-

Guardians of the Laws

Football coaching in 1930 Teacher H.B. Kinman instructs his students in the secrets of the game at Springfield Council School in Sheffield.

amendment to allow for greater flexibility in the 
use of substitutions in amateur and recreational 
football (“rolling subs”), Law 12 – “Fouls and Mis-
conduct: Handling the ball”, and the use of elec-
tronic performance and tracking systems.

Items included for discussion in “other busi-
ness” include the introduction of a “sin bin” in 
recreational football, sending-off offences (“tri-
ple punishment”) and the potential use of video 
replays to support match officials. 

In line with the new structure of the IFAB, 
some of the items on the agenda may end up 
being submitted to the two new advisory panels 
– a Technical Panel and a Football Panel – which 
will include different stakeholders from across 
the world of football to support the IFAB with 
their expertise. After all, it is vital that those 
protecting the Laws of the Game listen as well 
as they speak – for the good of the game. Å

The International Football Association Board 
(IFAB) has written, reviewed and amended the 
Laws of the Game since 1886. The Board meets 
in Zurich on 1 March.  
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P R E S I D E N T I A L  N O T ET H E  D E B A T E

Best wishes, Sepp Blatter

F
ootball’s popularity can in part be traced to 
the stability of it's core values. Ever since 
the game was codified in 1863 by the English 

Football Association the fundamental princi-
ples enshrined in the Laws have barely changed. 
Since 1886 the International Football Associa-
tion Board has supervised, monitored and if 
necessary amended the Laws. In parallel with 
FIFA’s current reform process the IFAB has also 
adopted contemporary structures: it was re-
constituted as an independent association on 
13 January 2014. It has a fixed place in the FIFA 
Statutes. This increases transparency and cred-
ibility in any debate over the Laws. Input from 
expert committees will ensure IFAB’s decisions 
are oriented even more closely to the pulse of 
football. The criticism that the British associa-
tions are overrepresented, thereby reducing 
the biggest part of the footballing world to 
mere extras, is not valid. FIFA holds four of the 
eight seats on the IFAB and represents the oth-
er 205 associations. Resolutions require a 
three-quarters majority to pass. Every national 
association can propose a motion for discus-
sion. The door is always open.

However, protecting the essence of football 
must always be the central consideration. 
Whenever IFAB has brought itself to make a 
change to the Laws in recent times, it has been 
the result of a long debate and practical trial 
runs: the introduction of the current back pass 
rule in 1992, classifying the denial of an obvi-
ous goalscoring opportunity as a red card of-
fence in 1993, increasing the number of permit-
ted substitutes to three in 1995, and the 
introduction of goal-line technology in 2012. 
The game must not be changed in terms of core 
values, but it must adapt.

Open-minded 
guardians

My criticism concerns Law 12. I don’t 
understand why FIFA view it as a sending- 
off offence when a player denies a team a 
clear goalscoring opportunity if a penalty 
will be awarded anyway. The rule contra-
dicts itself. The penalty gives the team 
another clear goalscoring chance. Without 
this rule hundreds of matches wouldn’t 
have been castrated and ruined by such 
decisions.

Andreas Ilgner, Cologne (Germany)  

Changes to the rules are necessary  
in order to keep up with the game’s 
development. I think a referee’s powers 
should be restricted as much as possible. 
For example, a handball inside the penalty 
area should always lead to a penalty 
whether it was intentional or not.

Michele Schillizzi, Rome (Italy) 

I’m strongly opposed to introducing 
time penalties. It would just make the 
rulebook more complicated and the 
number of incorrect decisions would 

“Law 12  
contradicts 

itself.”

“Changes to the  
rules are necessary.”

increase proportionally. Every change to 
the rules should aim to simplify the game 
because that’s the only way to reduce the 
amount of refereeing mistakes.

Bill Sand, Birmingham (England) 

In my opinion there are only two points 
worth debating. Firstly, the sending off 
of a goalkeeper or outfield player when a 
penalty has also been awarded. The 
penalty is punishment enough so a yellow 
card would be more appropriate, unless 
the foul is a case of violent conduct. 
Secondly, there should be a new rule: each 
team and the referee should all be allowed 
a two-minute timeout per match. That 
would allow coaches to have more influ-
ence on the game without prolonging it 
too much. It would also give referees an 
extra tool to help calm down more hectic 
periods of a match.

Thomas Maag, Kusnacht (Switzerland)

I don’t feel like the laws of the game are 
up to date. Take the controversial offside 
rule for example. It should be abolished 
and that would mean new defensive 
tactics would need to be created. Every 
player in the opposition half would need 
to be marked. If a player was allowed to 
stand in an offside position it would be an 
issue for the defence to deal with. On top 
of that, a time penalty should be awarded 
with every yellow card.

Werner Furrer, Zurich (Switzerland)

Football is the last of all the world’s 
most popular sports not to use the 
resources at its disposal, unlike Ameri-
can football, rugby or basketball for 
example, where changes have been 
successfully implemented for a long 
time now. Video replays that can only be 
used by the referee would give more 
credibility to the results of matches. The 
referee would still be the only one in 
charge but he’d have more tools available 
to help him make the right decisions.

Marco Ferrara, Latina (Italy)
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→ 10 January, Zurich:
Meeting with Serbian and Kosovan 
football authorities

T R AV E L  W I T H  B L A T T E R

Globetrotting with  
the President

→ 24 to 26 January, Saint Petersburg:
CIS Cup

→ 4 to 7 February:
126th IOC Session and 
XXII Olympic Winter Games

→ 1 to 7 December, Costa do Sauipe: 
Final Draw for the 2014 World Cup 
in Brazil

→ 13 January, Zurich:
FIFA Ballon d’Or and
IFAB reconstitution meeting
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T R AV E L  W I T H  B L A T T E R

Sepp Blatter travels around 200,000 kilome-
tres a year, mainly by plane. Understandably 
enough he has become a real authority on 
how to cope with long haul flights and the 
curse of jetlag.

Travel tips from the  
FIFA President:

  Getting enough sleep is utterly 
essential. For me personally 
the hum of the jet engines is 
more soothing than any 
sleeping pill. 
I sleep really well on aircraft.

  With long haul travel the 
important thing is to familiari-
se your body with the new time 
zone as early as possible. I do 
this immediately after boar-
ding by thinking myself 
mentally into the new destina-
tion.

   The key to rapid acclimatisati-
on is how you eat. For example 
if I take off for Zurich from New 
York at 6 pm local time, it’s 
already midnight in Zurich so I 
avoid a night-time meal. 
Instead I start the flight with a 
glass of water, or at most a 

little wine. It’s fundamentally 
important to drink plenty of 
water due to the extremely dry 
air on board a plane. As for 
eating on a flight, the warm 
meals are all precooked, with 
the exception of the soups. 
That can lead to an acid 
stomach. Less is definitely 
more when it comes to food.

  I treat time spent travelling as 
time to relax. I never work in 
the air. I don’t process docu-
ments, give interviews, or write 
anything.

  Sometimes I read newspapers 
or detective stories. I aim to 
switch off and recharge my 
batteries.

  I’m a Sudoku lover. It’s one of 
my passions and a wonderful 
way of passing the time in the 
air. You have to be open-min-
ded and use a range of skills, 
and I’m fascinated by it.
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→ 3 February:
Meeting with 
Israel and Palestine associations

→ 13 to 22 December, Morocco:
FIFA Club World Cup

→ Christmas:
Silent Night at home in Visp

→ 30 January to 2 February, South Africa: 
Mandela memorial and 
African Nations Championship final
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Tomorrow
 brings us
all closer
To new people, new ideas and new states of mind. 
Here’s to reaching all the places we’ve never been.

Fly Emirates to 6 continents.

emirates.com

http://www.emirates.com


The weekly column by our staff  
writers

F R E E  K I C K W E E K LY  T O P  11

Thomas Renggli

L
ast Sunday, the 22nd Winter Olympic 
Games came to a close in Sochi. 98 sets of 
medals were awarded across seven sport-
ing disciplines, including the Olympic 
debuts of women’s ski jumping, biathlon 
mixed relay and team luge relay.

One pursuit that has never made it into the 
Olympic programme is spitting, despite the fact 
that there are world records for this, too. The 
world record for cherry stone spitting is an im-
pressive 28.51 metres, while the winkle spitting 
record stands at 10.41 metres.

Spitting is something of a national sport in 
China. Although the habit is largely kept to 
moderate levels, helped in part by spitting rules 
and bins for emergency situations, publicly dis-
posing of bodily fluids is still regarded as a 
 human right in many Chinese communities.

In this regard, 1.35 billion Chinese people 
share the same attitude as the world’s 265 mil-
lion footballers. Although most of those in the 
latter group do not originate from Asia, they 
seem to produce – and dispose of – saliva with 
a similar frequency. To the casual observer 
watching any match played on a typical week-
end anywhere in the world, from Adelaide to 
Zurich, it appears football is so appealing that 
it causes the players’ mouths to water to the 
point of overflowing. Although it is now many 
years since former France goalkeeper Bernard 
Lama retired, the animal that bears his name 
would have a tough time distributing saliva as 
frequently as the modern footballer.

Whether into the wind, at the feet of op-
posing players or simply to pass the time, 
 spitting occurs almost constantly during a 
match, and unlike the traditional images of 
tobacco-chewing baseball players or ice hockey 
stars consuming snus, footballers cannot lay 
claim to any such mitigating circumstances. 
Nevertheless, football remains a sport in which 

pulling your shirt over your head to celebrate a 
goal constitutes a yellow card but widespread 
spitting is tolerated as long as an opposing player 
is not in the line of fire.

Doctors attribute the increased production 
of saliva among elite athletes to the adrenaline 
rush of competition. However, this theory is 
somewhat flawed when you consider that there 
is no need for spitting in indoor sports such as 
basketball, volleyball, handball or even chess, 
where players continue to observe basic social 
etiquette despite the high-pressure environ-
ment in which they find themselves. Å

Spitting image

 1    Geoff Hurst, England. Who hasn’t 
heard of the scorer of that legendary 
Wembley goal? His hat-trick in the 1966 
Final won the World Cup for England.

 2    Diego Maradona, Argentina. He scored 
the infamous “Hand of God” goal to 
knock out England in the 1986 quarter 
finals before leading his side to victory 
over Germany in the Final.

 3    Lothar Matthaus, Germany. Mr World 
Cup featured at five tournaments and led 
the German national team to the title at 
Italy 1990.

 4    Zinedine Zidane, France. His brace 
against Brazil won the 1998 World Cup 
Final for “Les Bleus” almost single-hand-
edly.

 5    Ronaldo, Brazil. “Il Fenomeno” secured 
crowning glory at the 2002 tournament, 
where he scored eight goals as Brazil won 
the title.

 6    Franz Beckenbauer, Germany. “Der 
Kaiser” defined the role of the modern- 
day sweeper. He led his team to victory 
in his homeland in 1974.

 7    Fabio Cannavaro, Italy. The heartbeat 
of the Italian defence in 2006, Cannava-
ro’s World Cup-winning side conceded 
just two goals throughout the entire 
tournament.

 8    Fritz Walter, Germany. He came to 
symbolise “the miracle of Bern”, his two 
penalties in the semi-final steering his 
team into the Final and ultimately to 
World Cup glory in 1954.

 9    Paolo Rossi, Italy. Involved in a betting 
scandal some years previously, Rossi 
was the top scorer at the 1982 tourna-
ment and became an Italian hero in the 
process.

 10   Hector Scarone, Uruguay. “El Mago” 
(the Magician) capped off a wonderful 
career by winning the inaugural World 
Cup tournament.

 11   Iker Casillas, Spain. The Spanish cap-
tain’s outstanding goalkeeping perfor-
mances helped his team to win their 
first World Cup in 2010.

Have there been more worthy 
 heroes? Send your opinion to: 
 feedback-theweekly@fifa.org

World Cup heroes
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M I R R O R  I M A G E

Rio de Janeiro

Brazil

1972

Samba, carnival, football. In Brazil, sport 
merges with dance and celebration with 
everyday culture. The first official carnival 
took place in Rio de Janeiro in 1823. The term 
“carnival” comes from the Portuguese word 
for meat (carne), the most consumed food 
before the fasting period begins. The dancers 
were riding high on the wave of their country’s 
footballing success back in 1972. Brazil had 
secured the Jules Rimet trophy for the third 
time in 1970, with Pele delivering his best-ever 
performance at a World Cup.
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M I R R O R  I M A G E

Rio de Janeiro

Brazil

2012

40 years later the clothes are just as light  
and the feathers are just as lavish. The size  
of the carnival has also increased, with the 
parade taking place in the Sambodromo in 
the Estacio district. The 700-metre-long arena 
has space for 88,500, making the venue for 
the carnival even bigger than the 73,531- 
capacity Maracana stadium. And on a sporting 
level, the competition between Brazil’s Samba 
schools pays off. There is only one winner 
after two nights full of dancing: Brazil.
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F I F A  W O R L D  R A N K I N G

RankingRank Team Change in ranking Points

1 Spain 0 1506

2 Germany 0 1314

3 Argentina 0 1255

4 Portugal 1 1219

5 Colombia -1 1211

6 Switzerland 2 1159

7 Uruguay -1 1157

8 Italy -1 1135

9 Brazil 1 1125

10 Netherlands -1 1122
11 Belgium 0 1117

12 Greece 0 1084

13 USA 1 1044

14 Chile 1 1038

15 England -2 1032

16 Croatia 0 966

17 Bosnia-Herzegovina 2 919

18 Ukraine 0 917

18 France 2 917

20 Denmark 5 907

21 Mexico 0 887

22 Russia 0 862

23 Côte d'Ivoire -6 841

24 Ecuador -1 831

25 Sweden 1 821

26 Algeria 1 819

27 Slovenia 2 799

27 Cape Verde Islands 8 799

29 Serbia 1 775

30 Armenia 8 771

31 Czech Republic -3 760

32 Panama 4 754

33 Romania 0 746

34 Scotland 3 742

35 Costa Rica -3 734

35 Venezuela 4 734

37 Ghana -13 733

38 Egypt -7 729

38 Iran -4 729

40 Honduras 3 716

41 Peru 1 704

42 Turkey 3 703

43 Austria 4 678

44 Hungary 2 673

45 Tunisia -1 656

46 Cameroon 4 626

47 Nigeria -6 616

48 Iceland 1 613

49 Paraguay 2 603

50 Japan -2 601

51 Wales 4 598

52 Montenegro 0 594

53 Australia 3 576

54 Slovakia 6 574

55 Albania 1 571

56 Israel 7 570

57 Uzbekistan 8 569

58 United Arab Emirates 5 565

59 Mali -19 561

60 Norway -1 557

61 Korea Republic -8 556

62 Burkina Faso -4 554

62 Guinea -1 554

64 South Africa -10 550

65 Finland 1 540

66 Senegal 2 529

67 Republic of Ireland 0 528

68 Libya -6 523

69 Jordan 3 514

70 Poland 7 494

70 Bolivia -1 494

72 Bulgaria 2 486

73 Sierra Leone 3 484

74 Morocco 0 454

75 Zambia -6 450

75 Saudi Arabia -2 450

77 Trinidad and Tobago 1 444

78 El Salvador 10 436

79 Haiti 0 430

80 Oman -1 426

80 Jamaica 1 426

82 Belarus 1 423

83 FYR Macedonia 1 402

84 Uganda 3 400

85 Northern Ireland 5 397

86 Congo -1 393

87 Gabon -2 386

88 China PR 4 380

89 New Zealand 2 378

90 Togo -19 376

91 Congo DR -10 373

91 Estonia 2 373

93 Azerbaijan 1 372

94 Botswana 3 360

95 Angola -6 356

96 Liberia 1 354

97 Benin 2 335

98 Cuba 2 334

99 Qatar 2 331

100 Zimbabwe 5 330

101 Ethiopia -6 329

102 Lithuania 1 326

103 Georgia -1 325

104 Niger 0 316

105 Central African Republic 2 310

106 Bahrain 4 308

107 Moldova -11 305

108 Kenya 1 300

109 Kuwait -3 299

110 Tajikistan 3 285

111 Latvia 5 282

111 Dominican Republic 3 282

113 Canada -2 275

114 Iraq 1 269

115 Malawi 2 268

116 Tanzania 2 254

117 New Caledonia 4 252

118 Mozambique 2 251

118 Equatorial Guinea -10 251

120 Luxembourg 2 247

121 Lebanon 2 243

122 Cyprus 3 240

123 Sudan -4 236

124 Namibia 1 234

124 Burundi 0 234

126 Guatemala -14 229

127 Philippines 0 219

128 Kazakhstan 0 214

129 Turkmenistan 4 203

130 Myanmar -1 200

131 Malta -1 199

132 Suriname 0 197

133 Syria 2 196

134 Rwanda -4 195

135 Grenada -1 194

136 Korea DPR -1 191

137 Gambia 1 190

138 Afghanistan 0 184

139 Lesotho -1 182

140 Tahiti 1 179

141 St Vincent and the Grenadines 14 177

142 Belize 10 176

143 Vietnam 0 172

144 Hong Kong -7 170

144 Palestine -2 170

146 Antigua and Barbuda -2 164

147 Thailand 1 158

148 St Lucia -2 155

148 Kyrgyzstan -2 155

150 Liechtenstein 6 152

150 Singapore -1 152

150 Malaysia 4 152

153 St Kitts and Nevis -3 150

154 India 2 149

154 Guyana -3 149

156 Laos -3 146

157 Puerto Rico -1 141

158 Indonesia 3 135

159 Mauritania -14 127

160 Guam 2 123

161 São Tomé e Príncipe -1 122

162 Chad 2 121

163 Maldives 0 120

164 Bangladesh 0 116

165 Pakistan 7 107

166 Dominica 1 103

167 Nicaragua -8 102

168 Barbados -2 101

169 Nepal 3 98

170 Chinese Taipei -3 97

171 Sri Lanka -2 90

172 Aruba -2 87

172 Faroe Islands -2 87

174 Solomon Islands -2 86

175 Bermuda 0 83

176 Seychelles 0 67

177 Mauritius 0 66

178 Curaçao 0 65

179 Vanuatu 0 55

180 Mongolia 1 49

181 Fiji 1 47

182 Samoa 1 45

183 Guinea-Bissau 1 43

184 Swaziland 2 40

184 Bahamas 1 40

186 Yemen -6 39

187 Madagascar 0 33

187 Montserrat 0 33

189 Cambodia 0 30

190 Brunei Darussalam 0 26

190 Timor-Leste 0 26

190 Tonga 0 26

193 US Virgin Islands 0 23

194 Cayman Islands 0 21

194 Papua New Guinea 0 21

196 British Virgin Islands 0 18

196 American Samoa 0 18

198 Comoros 0 17

198 Andorra 0 17

200 Eritrea 0 11

200 Macau 1 11

202 South Sudan -1 10

203 Somalia 0 8

204 Djibouti 0 6

205 Cook Islands 0 5

206 Anguilla 0 3

207 Bhutan 0 0

207 San Marino 0 0

207 Turks and Caicos Islands 0 0

→ http://www.fifa.com/worldranking/index.html

Sep 2013 Oct 2013 Nov 2013 Dec 2013 Jan 2014 Feb 2014

   Top spot    Biggest climber     Biggest faller (Togo) 

  Biggest faller (Mali)
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T H E  E X P E R T

Walter Gagg is a FIFA Director and 
president of the Alliance of European 
Football Coaches’ Associations (AEFCA)

“We have a debt to Africa”

Walter Gagg

“T
he butler did it!” This stereotype of 
mystery fiction is so well-ingrained 
it has become a staple of parody and 
satire, and its footballing equivalent 
is this: “The coach is to blame!” Tak-
ing the German Bundesliga alone, no 

fewer than 642 coaches have been replaced in 
the league’s 51-year history. The first victim was 
Nuremberg’s Herbert Widmayer on 30 October 
1963. The most recent at the time of writing was 
Dutch supremo Bert van Marwijk in Hamburg, 
just last week.

The ultimate perpetrator in this respect 
must be Christian Constantin, President of 
Swiss Super League club Sion. He has already 
hired and fired head coaches on 38 occasions 
– in just 15 years at the helm. 

You would think in a profession with such 
vigorous employee turnover and standards of 
treatment at times bordering on the inhumane 
there would be a certain solidarity between the 
principal characters affected, i.e. the coaches. 
You’d imagine football clubs, and specifically 
the most obviously cynical and short-termist 
bosses, would occasionally feel the wrath or 
resistance of the coaching experts. This is the 
only practical way to improve fair play towards 
coaches and boost the credibility of the entire 
trade. Unfortunately it’s not what happens. A 
more or less solvent club president only has to 
snap his fingers and most coaches will come 
knocking. I would very much like to see this 
change.

Here at the Alliance of European Football 
Coaches’ Associations (AEFCA) we are striving 
to promote solidarity and a sense of shared 
purpose among coaches. 

At our annual meeting, which stars of the 
scene such as Alex Ferguson, Fabio Capello, 
Marcello Lippi and Vicente del Bosque have 
graced in the past, we focus on the following 
key points:
–   Representing the interests of member associ-

ations
–   Protecting coaches’ interests
–   Assisting efforts to intensify instruction and 

advanced techniques in coaching

 In the coaching business, opportunism and submissive silence often  
trump solidarity and credibility. The Alliance of European Football Coaches’ 

Associations (AEFCA) acts as a counterweight. The coaches’ umbrella  
body also aims to support development in Africa.

–   Fostering close cooperation with UEFA, its 
member associations, and with FIFA and oth-
er international sports organisations

–   Supporting intense, individual and creative 
talent development in Europe

–   Maintaining football’s status as Europe’s 
number one sport

–   Enhancing the public perception of coaching 
as an occupational profile

–   Maintaining fair play and adherence to sport-
ing codes in coaching efforts

–   Applying and implementing discipline and 
integrity to the coaching profession

Coaching instruction is one of the main 
priorities. In this respect we are well organised 
and structured in Europe. But there is much 
catching up to do in other continents, especial-
ly Africa. It is no accident that African associ-
ations disproportionately turn to European 
head coaches. A glance at Africa’s World Cup 
contenders illustrates the problem well: Came-
roon are coached by a German (Volker Finke), 
Côte d’Ivoire by a Frenchman (Sabri Lamouchi) 
and Algeria by a Bosnian (Vahid Halilhodzic). 
Only Ghana’s James Kwesi Appia and Nigeria’s 
Stephen Keshi are actually African.

If African nations could significantly 
change this ratio in favour of homegrown 
coaches it could be a decisive step in their foot-
balling development. The continent’s vast res-
ervoir of talent can only truly be tapped by 
local coaches. Responsibility lies with Europe-
an clubs and associations, but also with us at 
AEFCA. Practically every leading European 
club makes use of African footballing skills. It 
is high time to give something back, in the 
form of expertise and manpower in the area of 
coaching instruction. Å

Field of dreams in Dakar, Senegal Much needs to be done to improve infrastructure and instruction in Africa
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T H E  S O U N D  O F  F O O T B A L L T H E  O B J E C T

Perikles Monioudis

Some traits are inherited, or acquired at a very 
young age. Others emerge slowly and almost 
imperceptibly, gradually appearing until even-
tually they stare you in the face – like an image 
at the bottom of a bowl. 

The porcelain bowl in the above image 
comes from the FIFA Collection and was made 
in Eastern Europe in 1905. It is surrounded by 
a metal tub equipped with a spout sealed shut 
by a tight screw top, enabling a child’s soup to 
stay warm long after it would otherwise have 
cooled to room temperature.

As a child reached the end of his meal, he 
would have been greeted with the illustration 
at the bottom of the bowl of three children 
playing football: one left-footed striker, a 
 defender in purple shorts and socks, and a goal-
keeper in a cap, diving to make the save. The 
child never learns whether the striker manages 
to beat the keeper with his shot, no matter how 
many meals he eats from the bowl.

A simple still image such as this one can 
trigger new thoughts, but it can just as easily 
cause frustration. Confronted with this unre-
solved situation, a child might instead wish to 
focus on the rectangular wheelbarrow at the 
edge of the bowl; it always seems to emerge 
from the soup much sooner than the main 
 image, anyway. The wheelbarrow reminds the 
child that it is better to eat his soup while hold-
ing the two handles than by holding the edge 
of the bowl, which, like the rest of the bowl, is 
much hotter. 

For the striker’s sake, let’s assume he 
scores; after all, a child’s efforts should be 
 particularly applauded when they are construc-
tive, as they so often tend towards destruction 
instead. A similar principle applies in football 
– if every effort was successful, every game 
would end 10-10 or 20-20. Thankfully, this soup 
bowl appears to have escaped the destructive 
side of childhood, or it would never have lasted 
so long in such good condition. Å

In Brazil, football and music are two of the 
country’s most plentiful cultural foods, and 
nobody fuses them quite so elaborately as 
Giberto Gil, a musician of timeless popularity 
and a self-styled spiritual relative of 1930s 
Brazilian footballing great Afonsinho.

Brazil was gripped by political upheaval in 
the 1950s and 1960s, but football remained one 
of key connecting blocks for ordinary Brazilians 
like Gil, both materially as well as spiritually, as 
he once explained to the Berliner Zeitung news-
paper. “For me, the first time Brazil won the 
World Cup in 1958 is the one that evokes the most 
emotion for me. It was like my first daughter 
being born, she’ll always be my favourite.”

In that sense it’s no surprise that Gil has 
constantly incorporated the poetry of football 
into his music. He was born in 1942 in Salvador, 
the capital of federal state Bahia, where the local 
music was influenced by African sounds but also 
by the swinging accordions of the Forro genre of 
music, whose roots can be found in northeastern 
Brazil. Also prevalent at the time was the samba- 
infused jazz of Bossa Nova, popularised by the 
artistic beach culture of Rio de Janeiro. Yet Gil, 
like many of young people at the time, found that 
these styles just did not speak to him. In the vein 
of his musical ’soul mates’ and contemporaries 
such as Caetano Veloso, Maria Bethania and Gal 

Costa, he began to incorporate influences such 
as Bob Dylan, The Beatles, Fela Kuti and other 
folk musicians, with the aim of inventing a new 
genre in Brazilian music, and through their 
 efforts, the Tropicalismo movement was born. 
This was music with a political resonance, and in 
a country then under a military dictatorship, it 
initially landed both Gil and Caetano in prison 
and then in London as exiles, before the two of 
them returned to their homeland as heroes in 
1972. Gil’s commitment to environmental con-
cerns, social justice and advancing the nation’s 
cultural life culminated in his assuming the post 
of Brazilian minister for culture between 2003 
and 2008. 

In 1972 he penned his first football anthem 
for Elis Regina, the singer who had dueted with 
Pele on the hit “Perdao Nao Tem”. The song 
 begins with a magical dribbling of a finger over 
the keys of a piano, much like midfield maestro 
Afonsinho, who elegantly orchestrated so many 
of Brazil’s attacks during the 1938 World Cup 
and to whom Gilberto Gil felt a deep spiritual 
connection. Many years later and with admira-
ble persistence, his namesake Afonsinho suc-
cessfully campaigned to ensure that footballers 
could not be restricted by their clubs, and in 1971 
became the first Brazilian to receive a player’s 
pass, enabling him to freely transfer to another 
team. Æ

Gilberto Gil: the rebel
Hanspeter Kuenzler

Si
on

 A
p 

To
m

os

36 T H E F I FA W E E K LY  



In Turning Point, personalities reflect 
on a decisive moment in their lives.

S
tuttgarter Kickers used to be the unof-
ficial feeder club for VfB Stuttgart and 
although switching to the city rivals 
was frowned upon, such moves were 
accepted. For me it was a huge oppor-
tunity to further my career. As a profes-

sional sportsman you always dream of playing 
for the big clubs and for the national team too 
of course. 

That dream came true for me in 1984, when 
I joined VfB, and reached its high point at the 
1990 World Cup in Italy. We were superb across 
the board and reached the final on 8 July 
against Argentina, who had the small but impo-
sing Maradona in their ranks. Before the match 
Franz Beckenbauer approached me and said: 
“Guido, you’re marking Maradona.” He wasn’t a 
man of many words and the task was a massive 
honour for me, but also a huge challenge. It was 
my job to take Maradona out of the game. I was 
so completely focused on the match and the 
opponent that I didn’t realise what had happe-
ned once the match was over. It was all too 
much to take in. After the final whistle I had to 

take a drugs test, together with Maradona. He 
was devastated but still managed to congratu-
late me. He was a fair player. Then we had all the 
receptions, parties and press events and hardly 
had a moment to let it sink in. It only hit me 
three weeks later what we’d actually achieved. 

We were world champions. It’s an unbelie-
vable feeling and changed my life forever. To 
this day that was the last German team to win 
the World Cup, which is why it’s still so im-
portant. There are only 3 teams in German 
footballing history who can call themselves 
World Cup winners and I’m proud to be one of 
them. Football still means a lot to me. It’s my 
life and it’s what I do best.

I had 11 wonderful years in Stuttgart, the 
club really gets under your skin. That said, in 
1990 I would have liked to have moved to Italy. 
I was really attracted by the league there but 
Stuttgart didn’t let me go. Four years later I 
was determined to prove myself abroad but 
the big European clubs weren’t interested any-
more. I was already 33 by that time. So when I 
received an offer from Japan I didn’t hesitate 

to take it. It was an incredibly attractive offer, 
including in financial terms. I was given a ter-
rific reception in Saitama and I was looked 
after very professionally. I didn’t have to worry 
about a thing and I immediately felt at home. 
There was huge interest in Japanese football 
and sometimes there were as many as 50,000 
fans in the stadium at each game. I’d only 
planned on staying for 18 months but I ended 
up being there for three and a half years. I’ve 
stayed in touch with the friends I made over 
there and it was a bit like returning home 
when I joined Urawa Red Diamonds as coach 
in 2004. 

As told to Sarah Steiner

“Guido, 
you’re marking 

Maradona”
That was the instruction Guido Buch-
wald was given by his coach Franz  
Beckenbauer ahead of the 1990 World 
Cup final, and one he accomplished  
with aplomb.

Name
Guido Buchwald 
Date and place of birth
24 January 1961, Berlin (Germany)
Clubs played for
1979–1983 Stuttgarter Kickers 
1983–1994 VfB Stuttgart 
1994–1997 Urawa Red Diamonds  
1998–1999 Karlsruher SC
Clubs coached
2004–2006 Urawa Red Diamonds 
2007 Alemannia Aachen 
2012 Stuttgarter Kickers (interim coach)
National team
76 caps, 4 goals
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Please email your answers to feedback-theweekly@fifa.org  
by 5 March 2014. Correct submissions for all quizzes received by  
11 June 2014 will go into a draw to win two tickets to the FIFA World 
Cup Final on 13 July 2014.  
Before sending in your answers, all participants must read and accept the 
competition terms and conditions and the rules, which can be found at 
http://en.fifa.com/aboutfifa/organisation/the-fifa-weekly/rules.pdf

The answer to last week’s Quiz Cup was CARD (detailed answers on www.fifa.com/theweekly). 

Inspiration and implementation: cus

Gerd Muller scored 14 goals in 13 matches at the World Cup 
finals, an average of just over a goal per game. Who boasts 
the highest goals-per-game average?

Which athlete was the first to wear Dassler shoes (before the dawn of the three adidas stripes)?

Which country once took part in World Cup qualifying even though it is not a member of FIFA?

Which of these sporting disciplines also uses the goal shown here?

This week’s quiz features Franziskus & Lionel, Gerd & Paul and Jesse & Ferenc. Test your knowledge!

B Greenland D Monaco R Tuvalu L Vatican

L Sandor M Just 
O Ernest  M Cristiano

T Fistball  K Quidditch
M Futsal  F Indoor football
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T H I S  W E E K ’ S  P O L LA S K  F I F A !

L A S T  W E E K ’ S  P O L L  R E S U LT S

T H E  S U C C E S S F U L  C O A C H

Percentage of matches Juventus have won since 
Antonio Conte became their coach in summer 2011, 
making him the Turin club’s most successful 
manager since the mid-1970s. The team became 
Italian champions without losing a match in Conte’s 
first season in charge, and last spring they retained 
their title. Juve currently hold a commanding lead in 
Serie A with 25 games played.

T H E  T A L L E S T  T E A MT H E  H O U R LY  W A G E

Euros earned by Wayne 
Rooney – every hour. The England 
international extended his 
contract with Manchester United 
until 2019 for an annual salary of 
18.2 million euros. The 28-year-old 
striker joined the Red Devils from 
Everton in 2004.

2.137 70 187.57 

This has puzzled me for some 
time: why are there 11 players 
in a football team? 
Katharina Nabokowa, Rostov 
(Russia)

Answered by Thomas Renggli, 
chief editor: Although the offside 
rule was present in the first set of 
Laws drafted in 1863, the number 
of players on a team was not 
specified, with teams often 
containing between 15 and 
20 men. In 1864, Trinity College 
Cambridge sent a 14-man team 
onto the pitch, but called it their 
“eleven”, possibly because each 
dormitory at the university had 11 
beds. The idea caught on, and 
teams from Cambridge and Eton 
consistently played with 11 players 
in each side from 1870 onwards. 
This team size was officially 
ratified by the FA in 1897.
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What will women’s football 
look like ten years from now?

Japan have set new standards for the women’s game in terms of 
skill and pace. Are the world champions offering us a glimpse of the 
future? Email your view to feedback-theweekly@fifa.org

Will a European team win a 
South American World Cup 
for the first time? 49+51YES NO

49%
51%

Average height in centimetres  
of players at Ukrainian Premier 
League side Volyn, making them  
the tallest team in Europe.  
They are closely followed by 
Serbia’s Novi Pazar (186.32 cm) 
and Bundesliga club Wolfsburg 
(186.17 cm). But height is not 
always synonymous with quality: 
At an average of 177.44 cm, 
Barcelona are the second  
smallest team in 
Europe.
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